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PROMISCUOUS PRAYER 


From conversations with brethren and 
from our own experience we feel that 
in many little towns the open-faced, 
much-talked problem of community 
prayers and promiscuous fellowship, usu- 
ally created in devotion to a nameless, 
faceless, doctrineless “community reli- 
gion,” is yet the cause of a great deal 
of community misunderstanding and 
friction. Need the local congregation 
and pastor give way to local pressures? 
Is stiff, sanctified silence our best defense 
and offense? Can community discrim- 
ination against The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod because she holds that 
community praying and promiscuous fel- 
lowship are contrary to God’s Word be 
slowed down? Will people listen to 
“here’s why” conversation? 

In the Dells we are taking the course 
of negotiation without compromise. To 
our joy we find the community ready 
and willing to hear, discuss, and so far 
agree. When we talk to them on the 
basis of conscience, Constitution, fairness, 
segregation, they understand much more 
easily than when we quote Romans or 
Thessalonians. 

Our approach and proposition thus 
far has been freedom of religion. Our 
gains to date include the elimination of 
the baccalaureate service from the public 
grade school commencement, the com- 
radeship of one of our local attorneys 
who agrees to our doctrine of fellowship, 
and the agreement of the public school 
superintendent, not to mention the bene- 
diction of the newspaper editors. . . 

We use any and every opportunity to 
teach and speak. One such opportunity 
handed us was a full-page church ad 
featuring all the churches in our local 
paper, paid for by the Big Joe Mfg. Co., 
sponsored by the local Legion, and mo- 
tivated by our local editor. Part of our 
letter of thanks, which appeared in the 
Wisconsin Dells Events, reads: 

“We of Trinity Lutheran Church be- 
lieve unequivocably and irrevocably that 
in any and all public affairs the content, 
letter, and spirit of our nation’s Consti- 
tution ought to be upheld in any matter 
of conscience, and that no church, how- 
‘ever influential or old or bold, ought to 
be asked or receive the right to proclaim 
its creed other than in places and situa- 
tions inoffensive to the rights of anyone. 
For any public meeting to set forth one 
minister or one religion is to violate the 
conscience of any and all persons not in 
agreement with that minister or that re- 
ligion, especially inasmuch as the pur- 
pose of the meeting is not to teach reli- 
gion. For any minister or church to 
accept any such assignment, we believe, 
is spiritual adultery. 

“This prohibition includes, we believe, 
any and all public organizations, com- 
munity seryices, and community projects, 
or any other meeting to which persons 
of many creeds are invited or expected 
to come, lest even for a moment the 
creed of one be forced upon many, some, 
or one who want nothing to do with it, 
which is their inalienable right and their 
very precious heritage. To talk about 
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one creed for all is nonsense, not because 
it should not be, but because it isn’t, 
and it is not the business of public insti- 
tutions, companies, communities, or gov- 
ernments to try to make it so. 

“Thomas Jefferson, co-author of the 
Declaration of Independence and a tre- 
mendous intellect in the cause of free- 
dom, wrote (and he never recanted): 
It behooves every man who values 
freedom of conscience for himself to re- 
sist invasions of it in the case of others.’ 
It seems to us that a great deal of thought 
ought to be given to our forefathers’ 
wisdom to avoid the destroying of free- 
dom of religion while we mistakenly 
suppose we are saving it.” 

I feel that our American sense of fair 
play would grant to all our churches in 
small towns where the prayer problem 
is acute an opportunity to be heard or 
read. If understanding would result, 
I am sure that the effects would be felt 
in larger adult classes; for in their hearts 
many Americans who have brushed 
against the teachings of our church at 
funerals, weddings, Baptisms, radio, have 
been awakened to its rightness, great- 
ness, and truth. 

(REv.) Frep H. WEBER 

Wisconsin Dells, Wis. 


“BABY STEPS” 


What a surprise! The August 14 issue 
of the WiTNress could not have come at 
a more appropriate time — Sunday 
morning just before Sunday school. All 
the teachers were here, so we shared the 
joy. 

The WITNESS cover [showing the 
scorched letter] should help our mission. 
We’re small, and the baby steps of a 
new church are always slow and stum- 


bling. Yet God’s hand is concretely evi- - 


dent. And we must depend completely 
on His guiding. 

The editorial “I Am a Letter” is ex- 
cellent.. Fresh approach, good choice of 
words. Thanks very much. 

And thanks for your prayers in our 
behalf to Christ. We need them. 

DEANE SCHUESSLER, Vicar 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Chapel 
Honolulu, T. H. 


ik 
THE COVER 


The cover depicts an old church 
building and a new one in the Michigan 
District. 

“St. Lorenz Congregation in Franken- 
muth,” Rev. M. E. Mayer, pastor, wrote 
the Witness, “was founded in 1845 and 
was one of J. K. W. Loehe’s colonies, in 
fact, the first one. St. Lorenz is also a 
charter member of Synod; pastor and 
delegate were present when the organi- 
zation was made. 

“The church on the aerial view was 
erected in 1880: Though there is no steel 
in the building, it was so well con- 
structed that there is no crack in the 
walls. I personally think that there is 
no more graceful and beautiful tower 


a 


than the one with which our farn 
builders adorned this church, ! 

“The congregation now num 
nearly 2,000 communicants, about 
of them rural and the other half ur 
The church seats 1,200. 

“The school, with 487 pupils anc 
teachers, is not near the church, bu 
Frankenmuth itself.” 

The main parsonage is at the read 
right of the church. The white-ro< 
parsonage for the assistant (Rev. A 
Klammer) is across the road. The 1 
seum, opposite the church entrance, 
formerly used for confirmation clas 

A new $500,000 edifice in contem 
rary design, Holy Cross Church at §; 
naw, dedicated May 25, 1956, is built 
the site of the former 87- -year-old Go 
building. The congregation was foun 
in 1849. 

In the bell tower hang the chil 
three original bells, now rung by elec 
bell ringers. A copper cross and a 
—50 feet tall—rise above the 

Besides the nave, seating 650, then 
floor includes a reception room; 
library; church office, offices for the 
pastors, Revs. Harold F. Krach and E 
H. Voss; sacristy; work room for 
Altar Guild; and sponsor room for b 
tisms. 

Separated from the nave by fold 
doors is a chapel seating 120. 

Holy Cross Congregation has 1 
communicants; 210 pupils are enrollec 
the day school. 
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Pir Hands Upon His Face 


By A. G. MERKENS, Professor of Religious Education, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 


In Christ, our Righteousness and Sanctification, we have 
a past that is covered; a present, sanctified; a future, bright 


with the promise of the glory of holiness 


; is amazing that human beings 
should ever argue the inescapable 
and horrible fact of sin. This fact 
30 evident, so universal, so tragic 
its consequences. All attempts of 
n to disprove or to deny his sin 
e only driven that sin down deeper, 
| all attempts of man to gloss over 

have only led to greater inner 
anny and to greater outer ruin. 
> perversity of man is as long as 
‘ory and as wide as the world, 
| the fact of sin is our doom. Man 
wicked. Furthermore, man knows 
t he is wicked. 


Man’s Sense of Guilt 


The sense of guilt and the con- 
yusness of merited condemnation 
always upon him. He can never 
himself of them. And he knows 
t his sin is not only hurt done to 
iself and to others, but that bas- 
lly it is cosmic vandalism, a rebel 
; of pride raised against creation 
| creation’s God; that it is a defiant 
‘ling of bombs against the sky. 
srefore David, in honest confession, 
1: “Against Thee, O Lord, Thee 
y have I sinned and done this evil 
Thy sight.” And that means also, 
1ou only, O Lord, canst forgive.” 
Finally, man is unable to break 
chain of his sin and mend his 
kenness. Man cannot, whatever 
do, remove sin’s guilt. He cannot 
ak its power. He cannot cleanse 
evil memory. He cannot renew 
own will. He cannot purge the 
2am of history. Do what he will, 
continues to disturb man’s con- 
ance, to cloud his judgment, to 
r his memory, to canker his will, 
destroy his happiness, to wreak 
ial havoc, to create empires of 
de and systems of greed, to. pro- 
“e world wars and concentration- 
np cruelties, to usher in death, to 
| for judgment and condemnation. 
d so man, constitutionally wicked, 
reality stands with eyes and hands 
ifted to heaven, and, consciously 
unconsciously, willingly or unwill- 
ly, cries with Paul: “O wretched 
n that I am, who shall deliver me 
m the body of this death?” Where 
the power greater than my power 
deliver me? 
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The Perfect Solution 


In our wickedness we need God- 
made righteousness and sanctification. 
Thanks be to God! God has met our 
human need. God has provided the 
perfect solution for that vexing prob- 
lem of human sin and guilt. God has 
provided Christ Jesus, who of God 
was “made unto us Righteousness and 
Sanctification,” as the Apostle Paul 
says. God did this, and He did it not 
secretly, not in the recesses of heaven, 
but openly, before the eyes of men, 
and therefore we can know about and 
profit from His great work. 

To illustrate: In our schools for 
the deaf the children are taught 
to hear through their fingers. The 
teacher sits at the child’s height, and 
the child sets his fingers on the 
teacher’s lips and teeth and cheek. 
As the teacher says “father,” or any 
other such word, the child feels the 
sound thereof and tries to copy that 
sound by copying the play of the lips 
and of the teeth and the tongue and 
the muscles of the cheek. After many 
trials the child succeeds in saying 
“father,” and his success is indicated 
by the smile of the teacher. 

The illustration makes this clear: 
God in Christ did come down to our 
human height. In the incarnate Christ 
He was clothed in our humanity. In 
this Christ, God stooped down to let 
us — may I use the expression? — put 
our hands upon His face, upon His 
mouth and lips, and there read, 
among many other beautiful things, 
the words “righteousness” and “sanc- 
tification.” In the holy life of Christ 
as our Substitute under the Law, 
God spelled out for us and, in fact, 
prepared for us the divine righteous- 
ness and holiness which is to be ours. 
On the third day He raised Christ 
from the dead, and thereby pro- 
nounced the world “righteous” in 
judgment declared not only over 
Christ but also over us, who are in 
Christ, yea, over all sinners. Christ 


is our Righteousness. His blood puri- © 


fies, cleanses, reconciles unto God. 


Dynamic in Our Lives” 


God made Christ Jesus to be our 
Righteousness and, says the Apostle, 
our Sanctification, that is, our daily 
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Our 


unholiness. 


in our 
sanctification is not a meritorious, 
moralistic accomplishment, which we 
ourselves achieve through self-per- 


holiness 


formed imitation of Christ. Oh, no, 
it is the work of Christ in us by His 
Word and Spirit. He worketh in us 
both to will and to do according to 
His good pleasure. “I live,” says Paul, 
“yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” 
The power of the holy Christ is the 
dynamic in our lives, replacing our 
powerlessness. His strength is made 
perfect in our weakness, and in Him 
we have confident hope of achieving 
final victory in perfection. He who 
has begun the good work in us will 
also perform it until the Day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. In Christ, then, 
our Righteousness and our Sanctifica- 
tion, we have a past that is covered, 
we have a present that is sanctified, 
and we have a future that is bright 
with the promise of the glory of 
holiness. 


The Christian’s Response 


What shall our response be to this 
divine proffer of righteousness and 
of sanctification? Well, we can pray 
and say: “God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner,” and make that prayer a sin- 
cere confession. We can believe and 
in faith wholly rest our full weight 
on Christ. Each one of us in faith 
may claim the sacrifice of Christ for 
himself and say, “Christ loved me and 
gave Himself for me.” We can live 
under Christ in His kingdom and 
serve Him in everlasting righteous- 
ness, innocence, and blessedness, be- 
cause the love of Christ constrains 
us and the Spirit of Christ empowers 
us so to do. We can take Christ and 
make Him the center and the burning 
focus of our life’s activity and in Him 
gain victory. We can bring Christ to 
our helpless fellow men, offering them 
God’s righteousness and sanctification 
for their wickedness, God’s life fox 
their mortality. What else is there 
to be said in this tragic human situa- 
tion and in these tragic days? What 
else is worth saying? This is enough: 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world,” 
Christ Jesus, who of God was made 
unto us Righteousness and Sancti- 
fication. 


Modern Faith Healing 


one and the same thing. It is 

a theory or practice involving a 
professed belief that the bodily ail- 
ments of Christians are to be healed 
by the exercise of divine power, in 
answer to believing prayer, without 
medical or surgical aid. From time 
immemorial the world has had those 
who claimed to be able to do wonder- 
ful things. Among the pagans we still 
have, and always have had, the sor- 
cerers, magicians, etc. From the Bible 
we know what the Lord thinks of 
these wonder-workers (Deut. 18: 
10-12; Matt. 7:22, 23; Acts 8:9-24). In 
all false religions we have diviners of 
some sort who, among other things, 
also claim, by prayer and the laying 
on of hands, to be able to heal the 
sick. For centuries we have had 
Reman Catholic shrines where it is 
claimed that many have experienced 
marvelous cures. We also have the 
Christian Scientists and others. 

Will we say that none of these 
ever wrought a cure? Undoubtedly 
they have helped some people, cured 
certain ailments or given relief at 
least for a time. 

Men who have made a careful 
study of the claims of these people 
tell us that over 90 per cent of their 
claimed cures are ailments of the 
nervous system. 

Divine healers consider themselves 
the followers of Christ, His true apos- 
tles of today. So do the keepers of 
the Roman shrines and the Christian 
Scientists. These people claim that 
they are doing supernatural things by 
the power of Almighty God. I will 
not believe it unless they set badly 
fractured bones without touching 
them; unless they can say to a man 
who for years has had a badly with- 
ered arm, “Stretch forth thy hand,” 
and he immediately does so; unless 
they walk on the water; unless they 
stop a funeral procession and say to 
the dead one, “Young man, I say unto 
thee, Arise,” and he that was dead sits 
up and begins to speak. 

I am asked to give my reasons why 
I refuse to put the professional divine 
healer of today in the same category 
with Christ and the apostles. I re- 
spectfully submit the following. 


1. These people become rivals of, 
and set themselves up in opposition 
to, the regular physicians. Christ and 
the apostles did not do this. Paul re- 
fers to Luke as “the beloved physi- 
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De healing and faith-cure are 


cian,” Col. 4:14. “The whole need not 
the physician, but the sick,” said the 
Master. This implies that the sick 
need the physician. 


2. Divine healers reject the use of 
earthly remedies, medicines, etc., and 
they insinuate that the use of mate- 
rial things indicates a lack of faith in 
God, whereas the Good Samaritan 
poured wine and oil into the wounds 
of the man who had fallen among the 
thieves. Paul exhorts Timothy to use 
a little wine for his stomach’s sake 
and other infirmities (1 Tim. 5:23). 
Olive oil was often used even in con- 
nection with the miraculous healing 
done by the apostles (Mark 6:13). 


3. The primary object of the cures 
wrought by the apostles, as well as 
those wrought by the Master, was not 
to heal from sickness but to awaken 
and strengthen faith in Jesus as the 
Savior of lost sinners. The working 
of signs and miraculous cures was not 


a profession in which Jesus and the 


apostles were engaged. 


4. The cures of the divine healers 
show no supremacy whatever over 
the cures wrought at Roman shrines 
or the work of Christian Scientists. 
The work of Jesus and the apostles 
shows a decided superiority over the 
efforts of these so-called divine heal- 
ers. Jesus never failed when He un- 
dertook a cure, neither ... so far 
as we know ... did His apostles, after 
they were divinely commissioned and 
sent out by the risen Lord. People 
got sick and died in the apostles’ time 
the same as now, and the apostles 
never thought of healing all, or even 
a large proportion, of them. The per- 
sons who received this miraculous 
power from Christ used it only when 
they received intimation from the 
Spirit of God that they should and 
could do so. Paul healed many, and 
even raised one from death, but later 
he was unable to heal himself. Why? 
Because God saw fit to have him bear 
that “thorn in the flesh” the rest of 
his life. 

5. The faith which the divine heal- 
er insists on is simply a conviction 
that God will infallibly heal the sick 
one who from the heart asks Him to 
do so. That is not at all Christian 
faith. The Christian believes that 
God loves him and is in Christ Jesus 
offering him every blessing, and that 
He will make all things (including 
sickness) work together for his good, 
if he loves God. Faith cure expects 
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of prayer what God never promis 
No intelligent Christian expects Ge 
without fail to cure him of every aij 
ment that may befall him. He pray 
“Not my will, but Thine, be done,” © 
all bodily and temporal things. 


6. Disease is not always subj 
even to true Christian faith, as wi 
ness the case of Paul (2 Cor. 12:7- 
Sometimes God’s answér to the pra 
er of His devoutest child is “My gra: 
is sufficient for thee.” And that chi 
should then with Paul say: “M 
gladly therefore will I rather glory 
my infirmities, that the power 
Christ may rest upon me.” Many 
person lives closer to God and ev 
does more for the kingdom of Chr 
as an invalid than he would if 
were in perfect health. 


7. The great function of Christi 
faith is not to shake off disease but 
lay hold on Christ, to embrace fo 
giveness and salvation, and to sub 
to His will, which is often that 
should be under the disciplinary cr 
for our good. 


8. When the divine healer fails 
cure a patient, he claims it is due 
the lack of faith on the part of 
patient. If this were true, that p 
tient might well fear that he wo 
die as an unbeliever if death results 
from his sickness. In fact, if the fait 
cure theory were correct, true b 
lievers would die only from old a 


sets up false grounds for determini 
whether a person is, or is not, in fav 
with God. 

9. Faith-cure tends to divert o 
from the chief aim and object 
Christianity. It emphasizes the nee 
of the body above those of the so 
It stresses physical health more th 
it does reconciliation with G 
through Christ. It holds up Jesus p 
marily as a healer of physical a 
ments, whereas He is first and for 
most for us a Mediator and Redeem 
from sin, death, and hell. 


10. God can still do marvelo 
things, and we do not say that 
never does so in answer to ferve 
believing prayer. But His usual wa 
of healing from sickness is thro 
means, known to us as remedi 
medicine. And we should pray God 
direct us in the proper use of the 
remedies and to give wisdom and 
to the physician and surgeon, tl 
the correct remedy be _ prescribi 
whether that be surgery or the use 


i 
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gs and other medical treatment. 
ossly to neglect proper medical or 
rgical treatment, whether out of 
eer neglect or because of faith in 
ith-cure, is nothing short of a 
‘ime; and the government does right 
en it steps in, especially in the 
ise of innocent children, and prose- 
ites such parents for their inhuman- 


11. A divine healer once told me 
zat I showed littleness of faith by 
ying to a doctor for a physical check- 
9. I said to him: “Man, you are con- 
smning yourself. Where did you get 
1ose glasses you are wearing? Why 
on’t you expect God to enable you 
» see well without glasses? Is He not 
ole to do that? What lack of faith 
ou manifest in going to an oculist 
1d having him fit you out with 
roper glasses.” He tried to tell me 
iat glasses are not medicine. ‘No, 
ley are not a liquid or a powder or 
shot in the arm, but they are a 
ingible, material remedy for defec- 
ve eyes,” said I, “and you permitted 
‘specialist to examine your eyes and 
rescribe to you the very glasses you 


have on your nose. What little faith 
you manifest in Almighty God.” 

The healer started to move on, but 
I hailed him and said: “Wait a min- 
ute, one word more, please. I venture 
to say you have some false teeth in 
your mouth, and you went to a doctor 


_of dentistry to have them made. Why 


not expect God to put them into your 
mouth without a dentist?” With a 
smile and a wave of his hand the man 
walked away. 

Many people in our day use hear- 
ing aids. Do they show littleness of 
faith in a kind Providence by using 
this device? Many of our sorely 
wounded soldiers have artificial limbs 
today, and it is marvelous how they 
can use them. Did they do wrong in 
going to highly skilled surgeons to 
prepare them for these cleverly de- 
vised artificial limbs, and does it show 
lack of faith that they do not expect 
God to enable them to walk and to 
work without these man-made reme- 
dies? Are these arguments and 
thoughts irrelevant to the subject 
under discussion? Why should it be 
considered lack of faith to go to a 


doctor of medicine but not to go to 
a dentist or a plastic surgeon or an 
eye specialist? 

12. God may still at times use one 
of His servants to do marvelous and 
even miraculous things; His arm has 
not been shortened. But why contin- 
ually expect Him to do things apart 
from the laws which He Himself laid 
down in nature? Moreover, keep in 
mind that some strange things are 
done by those whom He does not own 
as His, as witness His own statement: 
“Many shall say to Me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in Thy name; and in Thy name cast 
out devils; and in Thy name done 
many wonderful works? And then 
will I confess unto them, I never 
knew you: Depart from Me, ye that 
work iniquity,’ Matt. 7:22, 23. 

Witu1am N. Emcu in the 
Lutheran Standard 

Note: A pamphlet on this subject 
by Dr. Emch, published by the Wart- 
burg Press, may be ordered from 


Concordia Publishing House. Price: 
5 cents each, 50 cents a dozen. 


SHORT CUT TO GOD 


ur third child lived nine months. 
Some say he died nine months 
after his birth, and that is true. 
prefer to think that Billy lived nine 
1onths. 

His father and I mourn him, but 
rith a rejoicing that he lives with 
rod forever. Billy was Jesus’ little 
amb through Baptism. He is with 
esus now in heaven. 

We who draw breath longer than 
ine months have more time to grasp 
ne fragile pleasures of life, more time 
) achieve material success, more time 
) enjoy fleeting satisfactions. Yet I 
yonder how much we accomplish 
ith our gifts that Billy did not attain 
1 nine months. 

I looked at him through the trans- 
arent cover of the oxygen tent. He 
yas a tiny little doll of a boy who had 
rrived a little too early. What would 
e have done with nine years? Or 
inety years? What would he have 
ained if God had wished to give our 
on more time with us? How much 
loser to God would he have come? 
Surely he would have brought 
ome happiness to the world, but he 
id that in nine months. Surely he 
yould have brought some sorrow to 
he world, but he also did that in nine 
aonths. Surely he would have been 
oved in the world, but he was loved 
|nine months. And now he is loved 
orever. 

Now Billy is with God. Think of 
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the time our son has saved. Think of 
the struggle and the buffeting and the 
groping he has saved. It took our son 
only nine months to get to heaven. 

Our daughters raised no questions 
about their baby brother’s death. 
When we told the two girls that Billy 
was dead, they showed only one con- 
cern: “Was he baptized?” 

“Yes.” 

“Well, then,” they answered, “he’s 
all right.” 

But we adults get tangled up in 
the strange webs of our own making. 
I thought of this as I watched Billy in 
the tent. The little fellow, God’s gift 
to us, was battling for existence in a 
machine that man had fashioned to 
preserve life and breath. Yet all the 
machines ever made would be unable 
to keep Billy alive for more than nine 
months. 

Why did he have to be born at all 


Be 
& 


ait 


Billy Berg 
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if his life were to end so soon? There 
is only one answer. It was God’s will, 
and by that we must abide. The death 
of our baby was no whim of fate. It 
pleased God to grant him nine months 
of life with us and no more. 

We who have lived longer might 
profess indignation at this seeming 
injustice. We cannot understand why 
the little fellow couldn’t have lived 
many years and had a happy child- 
hood and the blossoming of adoles- 
cence and manhood. 

We might think it grossly unfair 
that Billy was not granted the time to 
enjoy life. We might feel resentful 
that, for no apparent reason, we have 
been deprived of the laughter and 
love of our son. 

Our authority for such judgments? 
The authority that the living feel they 
possess over the dead. 

But as I watched the little son 
under the transparent cover making 
the effort to live, I realized how false 
and senseless that authority is. How 
hollow and presumptuous! How 
meaningless! 

There is only one absolute au- 
thority, and it was personified there 
before me. Billy was our child only 
by that authority. He would remain 
ours only by that authority. And then 
God would call him. God called him 
in nine months. 


Mrs. Haroitp W. BERG 
Junction City, Wis. 


“\V\ Je certainly thank you for your 

visit to Australia. It means very 
much to us that the President of our 
sister synod in the United States should 
come to us and report about the con- 
troversial issues which confronted your 
church, and to know that the St. Paul 
Convention furnished convincing evi- 
dence that the Missouri Synod continues 
to be a truly conservative body.” These 
words of a prominent leader express 
the sentiments of pastors and many 
laymen which I heard over and over 
again. While I always sought to be 
very evangelical, but also factual and 
firm in my reports and sermons and 
addresses, I must say that this kindly 
and friendly reception pleased me im- 
mensely, since it revealed clearly that 
our Australian brethren are wholeheart- 
edly in accord with our Synod’s hon- 
est effort to remain true and loyal to 
God’s Word and the Lutheran Con- 
fessions. 


At Home Among Brethren 


Introducing me to a large audi- 
ence in Bethlehem Lutheran Church in 
Adelaide, Dr. C. E. Hoopmann stated: 
“We feel at home at once when visi- 
tors come from our sister synod in 
America. They are our brethren. We 
do not hesitate to have them occupy 
our pulpits. They invite us to preach 
in their churches. Their people com- 
mune at our altars, and we at their 
altars.” 

How true! We felt at home im- 
mediately. We were among brethren. 
The words of the psalmist come to 

‘mind: “Behold how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
. together in unity!” 

There is something indescribably 
grand about the fellowship of faith. 
May God graciously preserve and 
strengthen it and grant us the joy of 
having many others enter into such 
fellowship with us. 


Australian Luther Leaguers 


Saturday, September 1, we flew 
from Adelaide to Port Lincoln to at- 
tend the convention of the Luther 
Leaguers of South Australia. I shall 
never forget that wonderful reception 
given us as we approached and en- 
tered the hall where the Leaguers met. 
I was particularly happy to bring these 
young people*the greetings of our Wal- 
ther League Convention held in Ames, 
Iowa. Leaguers, you can rest assured 
that these greetings and well-wishes 
were appreciated most heartily. 
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The convention concerned itself 
with topics similar to those of our Wal- 
ther League conventions. The Lea- 
guers heard and discussed a lecture on 
Bible class work by Rev. Wiebusch. It 
was heartening to hear it. — Another 
interesting feature was the reports by 
two deaconesses, who are doing ex- 
cellent work in the New Guinea mis- 
sion fields of our Australian brethren. 


Saturday afternoon’s program called 
for competitive sports, but rain inter- 
fered. It seemed to be self-evident 
that business sessions would be held. 
The young people wanted to hear about 
the Walther League and its activities, 
both at conventions and at zone ral- 
lies and, above all, in the home con- 
gregation. 

After my daughter and I had re- 
ported on the social and recreational 
and the spiritual and educational ac- 
tivities, respectively, a goodly number 
of questions were addressed to us. 

At the Sunday morning convention 
service the young people and others 
who attended — some of whom had 
traveled considerable distances — heard 
an excellent sermon by Rev. Peter 
Mattiske. Sunday afternoon these 
people wanted to hear something about 
our Synod’s missions, evangelism, 
higher education, and stewardship. You 
should have heard the many questions 
put to me after the address. It was a 
real joy to witness this decided inter- 
est in the work of our Synod. 


May God graciously continue to 
bless the Luther Leaguers in Australia! 


Visiting Historic Places 


When a person visits Adelaide and 
the surrounding territory, he is on his- 
toric ground. That part of Australia 
may well be compared with our Saint 
Louis and Perry County, Mo. To 
escape religious persecution and to find 
a land of religious freedom, the fore- 
fathers of our Australian brethren 
emigrated from Germany more than a 
century ago. ; 


It may interest our readers to know 
that at one time our Saxon forefathers 
also considered emigrating to Australia, 
but they were led to the central part of 
the United States. Our Australian 
brethren selected a much more fertile 
section, near the beautiful Adelaide 
Mountains. 

Like our Saxon forefathers, our 
Australian brethren at once began with 
the training of future pastors. At 
Lobethal stands the small hut, even 


{382} 


smaller than the log hut in Perr 
County, which served as the semina 
for the training of pastors. With grat 
tude to God the present generatio: 
still refers to the graduation of thre: 
faithful and conscientious workers. — 
At Lobethal we also saw the grave 
the first pastor, Rev. G. D. Fritsche 
Near the church a monument has bee 
erected to his memory. 


He was a good, orthodox theologi 
who directed the young church int 
God-pleasing channels. Even as in th 
early history of our Synod, so o 
brethren in Australia passed throug 
a controversy on millennialism, b 
under the leadership of Pastor Fritsch 
the brethren saw the truth of God’ 
inerrant Word triumph. 


The seminary of our Australian 
brethren underwent two. relocations 
There was strife which nearly wrough 
havoc. 


“Your sainted Dr. A. L. Graebne 
came as an emissary of peace ane 
under God did wonderful work in re 
establishing true harmony,” says Dr 
Hoopmann. This brought the saintes 
Dr. C. F. Graebner from the Saginay 
Valley in Michigan to Adelaide. Goe 
used him in the training of more tha 
100 young men for the ministry. Th 
church is grateful for this. I had th 
pleasure of meeting several of hi 
children. 


Other Faithful Americans 


The church history of our brethre1 
in Australia has recorded the names o 
quite a number of Americans whe 
worked faithfully in Australia. On 
of the names which a person hear 
repeatedly is that of Dr. William Jan 
zow, under whose pastorate the larg 
Bethlehem Church was built in Ade 
laide. Rev. Geo. Kuechle served ther 
for several years. 


I had the pleasure of speaking t 
Dr. H. Hamann, Sr., Dr. F. Hassold 
and Rev. J. W. Georg, whom I had no 
seen for at least fifty years. An un 
forgettable visit was to the home o 
Dr. E. W. Zschech, a classmate of Dr 
Alex von Schlichten, the’ sainted Dr 
J. H. C. Fritz, and others. 

Physically Doctor Zschech is no 
well, but mentally he is very alert. I 
was most touching to hear him expres: 
his heartfelt gratitude for the blessing: 
which he received from our Synod 
especially from the faculty of Concordi: 
Seminary. 


More next time. 
JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
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The Heavenly Rider 


Psalm 68:4: “Sing unto God, sing 
ses to His name! Extol Him that 
th upon the heavens by His name 
!, and rejoice before Him!” 


hristianity is a joyful religion. We 
sometimes let our vision of this 
become biurred as we sink be- 
h the burdens of life, as trouble 
gs tears to our eyes. 


[ft was natural that the psalmist, ; 


would give way to these human 
tions. But ever and again he cast 
1 aside as he rose to the heights 
piritual exaltation in viewing the 
ders of God’s mercy and love. 
so in our text he bids the Chris- 
to “sing unto God, sing praises 
lis name.” That should not be a 
modic reaction, when things in 
g0 Well for us. That should be our 
y exercise, as each day we experi- 
' God’s presence and His care. 
30 great is the psalmist’s exulta- 
at the wonders of God that he 
ies in a poetic flight. He com- 
s God to a rider, with the heav- 
as His chariot. He is the Lord of 
Iniverse, whose majesty is reflected 
he glories of nature and whose 
er controls the course of history. 
[The psalmist also speaks of God 
a special name — JAH. This is 
rm of the Hebrew word for “God” 
word which expresses the eter- 
the unchangeableness of the sov- 
mn God. He who has said of Him- 
“I am that I am,” will be true 
lis covenant with His people. 
[o that covenant we belong. By 
ition we are God’s children, 
ugh faith in Jesus Christ, His 
Into that relationship we have 
| received by Holy Baptism. In 
ve are confirmed and renewed 
ugh Holy Communion. And 
sin we are daily sustained and 
igthened by His Word. 
de who has brought us into the 
Wship of His grace will keep us 
t blessed relationship with Him 
the end. That is the promise He 
given us — a promise that He will 
break. For that is the very mean- 
His name: JAH, Jehovah, our 
eless, covenant Lord. 
le it is who rides upon the heav- 
He rides victoriously through 
. He rides triumphant over His 
rate foes. He rides in grace and 
‘into our heart. 


Tuomas COATES 


Words of Life 


( 
=> 


“Love your enemies.” 
MATTHEW 5:44 


esus has a way of saying the most 

astonishing and shocking things as 

if they were the most self-evident 
things under the sun — “Hate your 
father and mother for My sake!” “Let 
the dead bury their dead.” Many 
teachers do this as a means of getting 
attention and of eliciting questions. 
Once that end has been attained, how- 
ever, they modify the shocking state- 
ment and get rid of its offensiveness. 
But this Jesus does not do; the shock- 
ing statements stand, unmodified and 
unexplained. 

We have heard and mouthed the 
statement “Love your enemies” so 
much that we are no longer conscious 
of how impossible a statement it is, 
how preposterous and impractical a 
command Jesus here gives to His own. 
But we should not blind ourselves to 
its impossibility; for that very im- 
possibility recalls to us the very 
heart of the matter: that this love is 
impossible as our love, is impossible 
as any human love, love based on 
sympathy, sentiment, attraction, good- 
ness, love inspired by a lovable object. 

This love for enemies is possible 
only as God’s love in us and through 
us is possible only for a faith which 
lives of the love of God, who gave 
His Son to die for us while we were 
His enemies, faith in the Son of God, 
who loved us and gave Himself for us. 
This love grows not in our garden, as 
Luther says, but is God’s planting; 
no one has seen this love more clearly 
and described it better than Luther. 

The Christian, Luther says, is a 
spout through which God’s love pours 
down on men, and so the Christian’s 
love is, like God’s, free and spon- 
taneous, loving without fear of pun- 
ishment and without hope of reward, 
not even the subtle reward of “feeling 
good all over” at your own goodness; 
his is an overflowing love, with the 
rich exuberance and the unquelled 
energy which marks all divine crea- 
tions. 

This love is “round and whole, 
the same to’ one as to another,” like 
gold which remains gold whether it 
is in St. Peter’s or in Judas’ hand. 
This is love which can know, without 
bitterness and without regret, that it 
will not be met by love, that it will 
be a lost love, “for it is of the nature 
of love to suffer betrayal.” 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 
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Sable of Duties 


“A bishop . must be 
vigilant, sober ... not given to wine 

. not greedy of filthy lucre .. . 
not covetous.” 1 TimMoTHy 3:2 f. 


hen a judge sent a drunken 

driver to prison, he remarked: 
“Drivers must realize their respon- 
sibility. There are too many lives at 
stake.” Airlines insist that their pilots 
observe strict rules of discipline and 
stay alert lest they endanger the lives 
of their passengers. 

How much more true of pastors 
who have been entrusted with the care 
of men’s souls! One soul is worth 
more than all the bodies of men. And 
pastors frequently are called upon to 
pilot hundreds of souls to eternity. 
What a glorious and tremendous re- 
sponsibility! (Heb. 13:17.) No won- 
der the Lord urges: “A bishop must 
be vigilant, sober.” 

A bishop must “not be given to 
wine.” What the Lord says of wine 
applies to all forms of intoxicating 
beverages. While it is true that the 
moderate use of wine is not forbidden 
(1 Tim. 5:23), no Christian pastor 
dare becloud his mind with strong 
drink. Drunkenness, a shame and 
a sin in any man, disqualifies a pastor 
from office. This is a strict rule. But 
it is God’s rule. Souls redeemed by 
the blood of Christ are at stake. 

A bishop must not be... “greedy 
of filthy lucre . . . covetous.” Greed 
and covetousness rob the pastor of 
his efficiency. The covetous pastor 
will soon be filled with self-pity. His 
service will degenerate into that of 
a hireling. Such a pastor has forgotten 
the value of men’s souls, the price that 
Christ paid for their redemption, and 
the confidence God had in him when 
He called him as a pastor. 

On the other hand, when pastors 
and teachers express a concern for 
better salaries so that they might ad- 
equately provide for their families or 
purchase badly needed tools for their 
work, this is not greed. Let not the 
covetous who underpay their workers 
cry, “Greed, greed!” when they them- 
selves are the greedy. 

$9,000,000,000 was spent for 
liquor in America in 1954. The av- 
erage American spent 97% of his 
money on himself, gave God less 
than 3%. Greed and drunkenness are 
two of America’s besetting sins. May 
God for Christ’s sake forgive us where 
we have been guilty of either or both. 


ARTHUR E. GRAF 


EDITORIALS | 


“Keep It Clean” 


Decency, honesty, and fair play — these are the basic 
principles which the Fair Campaigning Practices Com- 
mittee is asking all candidates for national offices to ob- 
serve in the present campaign. Last May the chairmen of 
both the Republican and the Democratic National Commit- 
tee endorsed the Committee’s “Code.” 


Every Christian voter —if he does not vote, he is not 
a good citizen — will approve the purposes of this bipar- 
tisan group. A Christian, however, in campaign practices 
follows a higher law, God’s code. He will not be governed 
by his emotions, will not be actuated by blind partisanship 
in setting party above nation, or by idolatrous hero wor- 
ship. He will not resort to vilification, “mudslinging,” 
violations of the Eighth Commandment. He will be guided 
solely by what he conscientiously believes will be for the 
welfare of his country, knowing that for his actions he 
is responsible to his Lord. He will “seek the peace of the 
city” (Jer. 29:7). 


No Doctrinal Sermons? 


The complaint is sometimes heard that pastors have 
too much doctrine in their sermons. “Give us life,” some 
people say. “Doctrine is dry.” How foolish! The church 
is founded on doctrine. The church lives on doctrine. 
Every question pertaining to the Christian life is based on 
doctrine. Every exhortation, every direction for right liv- 
ing, is grounded in doctrine. Every Christian judgment 
passed regarding historical events, happenings in the world, 
must be answered according to a doctrine of Holy Writ. 
The answer to every why or wherefore in life’s existence is 
theological. Christian doctrine is the lifeblood of the 
church. 


October Interlude 


October brings the greatest show on earth. Forest 
trees, gowned in brilliant colors of russet, green, and gold, 
stand in regal array on the hillsides. Clusters of sumac, 
their inner beauty brought out by the frost, delight the 
eye. Twining vines of bittersweet, in brightest orange and 
somber brown, remind us that pleasures and sorrows are 
intertwined in life. 


As seasons come and go, so youth’s green yesterdays 
resolve into the ripening years of strength and vigor and 
then into the age of maturity. As spring and summer melt 
into the mellow month of October, so after gay and care- 
free days, life assumes a thoughtful mood, with a willing- 
ness to shoulder responsibilities. With a deeper under- 
standing of spiritual values and a closer clinging to the 
promises of God, a grateful heart finds it easier to put first 
things first: 

As we are enjoying October’s delightful interlude, let 
us be reminded once more that with every falling “leaf 
God’s blessings are falling around us on all sides. 
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Buy It! 


The hymnal is an indispensable aid for private and fa 
ily devotions. Next to the Bible the most important boa 
for Lutherans are the Catechism and the hymnal, the | 
primarily for the head, the other for the heart. 

A companion volume for the Missouri Synod Ger 
hymnal, long in use, was a concordance, containing all 
major words of the book with hymn numbers and | 
where each word occurs. Concordia Publishing House 
now published a concordance to The Lutheran Hymnal 
was compiled by Rev. Elmer Haserodt, a retired pasto 
Chicago. Pastor Haserodt began this work upon the 
pearance of The Lutheran Hymnal in 1941. A monume 
task for the compiler and prodigious labor for the pri 
both co-operating to produce a much-needed book for 
church! The synodical Committee on Developing Scholé 
Research is to be commended for making this concorda 
possible. The price is set at $4.75. 

No pastor in the Synodical Conference can afford te 
without this tool. Some congregations have the laudé 
custom of putting into their budget an annual allowa 
either for the church library or for the pastor’s shel 
St. Paul’s Church, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, allocates $ 
a year for the latter purpose. The concordance sha 
also find a place on the desk of every parish schoolteac 
And for family devotions the book will prove profitable 
locating the rich treasures of our holy faith as expressed 
the poetic language of gifted hymnists. 


How Hard Are You Running? 


The world is eagerly waiting for the opening of 
Olympic games in Australia. Thousands of athletes fi 
all parts of the world will compete in various tests of s 
and endurance. 

The Christian life is also a contest, a marathon r 
which begins at conversion and continues to the gré 
It is a grueling contest, with many obstacles and haza 
and many are the foes which seek to divert our attent 
and pull us out of the race. 

In the ancient Olympic games only one man could 
the prize in any given sport, and that prize was me 
a crown of quickly fading laurels. In the Christian r 
there is a crown for everyone who successfully crosses 
finish line. But he who, like Demas, looks back or weak 
when the going gets rough, or for some other reason lo 
interest in the race, cannot hope to receive a crown. 

Olympic athletes have always had to undergo rigor 
training to give them the necessary skill, speed, and sta 
ina. So the Christian must constantly train himself 
godliness lest he collapse or abandon the race. There n 
be daily denying of ungodliness and worldliness and sti 
ing for holiness, without which none shall see the Le 
“So run that ye may obtain!” 

How hard are you running? | 
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Wisdom of the Creator 


J. Richard Spann in Science Laboratories as Worship 

enters, states that one of the most remarkable experi- 
nees he had ever known came in a college science labora- 
ory. He writes: 
“The professor explained how the exceptional behavior 
f water, by expanding at freezing point, while all sub- 
sances continued to contract as the temperature decreased, 
ade possible all vegetable and animal life upon the earth. 
fe said: ‘If frozen water had become more dense than 
the liquid state, as other substances are, it would sink 
astead of float. Soon all the streams, lakes and oceans 
vould have become solid ice and the earth so cold that 
jo life could exist on it.’ Then he asked, ‘Why was the 
ater made to behave in this exceptional manner?’ When 
‘0 one ventured an answer, he led the class to see that 
mly an all-wise, good, and purposeful Creator could have 
lanned thus for physical life on earth. The recognition 
if this insight seemed to make me feel I was in a holy 
lace.” — The Lutheran Student. 


; The Minister’s Daughter 

4 

_ The little four-year-old daughter of a clergyman was 

but to bed early one night because she had a slight cold. 

As her mother was about to leave her, the girl said: 

‘Mother, I want to see my daddy.” 

' “No, dear,” her mother replied, “Daddy is busy and 

aust not be disturbed.” 

Again the child made her request and was again denied. 

en she said solemnly: “Mother, I’m a sick woman, and 
want to see my minister.” — Zion Progress, Belleville, Ill. 

i 
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4 Constantly at Work 
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| ‘Satan is an expert at “brain washing.” He tries to 
ead us to believe and hold a certain position which we 
itormally would not accept if we realized the terribleness 
of it. He comes again and again to us in what we see and 
near and read. He repeats his line of thought to us con- 
tantly. He would wash all the Christian thoughts and 
feachings we might have out of our mind and replace them 
with the opposite. He is a master at this. He does it very 
tleverly so that we do not realize we are being forced into 
the wrong way. In a very subtle way he leads us away 
trom the influence of “Bible truths” and into the “propa- 
%anda” of secularism, materialism, and other issues. 

Then, when we are tempted to sin or to follow false 
floctrine, we are not armed with the weapon of defense, 
30d’s Word, the sword of the Spirit, we find we have been 
brain washed,” and we fall. We have nothing that we can 
mang onto. We've forgotten the precious truths once 
rearned. Too many souls have been lost to the church in 
this way. 

_ The best preventive is to stay under the influence of 
the truth. None of us dare think that we have our minds 
50 filled with Scripture truth that we are safe. Satan is 
onstantly at work with his “brain washing,” trying to 
»mpty us of the truth. And so we must constantly use the 
ypportunities to refill our minds with the truths of God’s 
Word. That means faithful personal Bible reading; daily 
Family devotions; attending church faithfully; and by all 
neans, the Bible class. 

' The Bible class is an indispensable “indoctrination ses- 
sion” to repatriate ourselves and help us to resist the devil- 
sh “brain washing” we are subjected to day after day. — 
Ontario District Edition. 
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Whats the Anu? 


Question: Is it proper for a minister to smoke? 


Answer: To smoke tobacco is a neutral thing, 
being neither commanded nor forbidden by God. 
A Christian is free to indulge in it if he so chooses. 
Yet it may become sinful, namely 1) if one does it 
with a bad conscience (Rom. 14:23); 2) if one over- 
does it, not only injuring one’s health (Acts 16:28) 
but also being guilty of poor stewardship through 
extravagance; 3) if thereby a weak brother, even 
though wrongfully, takes offense (Rom. 14:21; 1 Cor. 
8:12). 

A Christian minister, because of his high office, 
must be doubly careful not to give offense. Not that 
it is more sinful for him than for a layman, but he, 
above all, must be without offense (2 Cor. 6:3). 
Surely a Christian pastor, whose full-time profession 
it is to help men toward heaven, would not wish, by 
careless use of his liberty, to cause a weak Christian 
to stumble and suffer spiritual, even eternal loss. 

We pass one another, as it were, on a narrow 
ledge. What a calamity if by carelessness or stub- 
born insistence on our Christian liberty we were 
to send a weak brother hurtling to his eternal doom! 
All things are to be done in love (1 Cor. 16:14). 


Question: | would like a brief explanation of Ex. 20:5. If 
children are Christian, why should they suffer for the sins of 
their parents? And what about the babies that are born 
blind and crippled? Why are some people punished in this 
manner more than other Christians? 


Answer: Many things can and must*be said. First 
of all, this text refers to evil parents whose children 
follow in their footsteps. An illustration of this is 
found in Luke 19:44. 

Secondly, also the children of Christian parents 
may have to suffer for the misdeeds or mistakes of 
their parents, such as injuries resulting from careless 
or drunken driving; or hunger, need, and sickness, 
because of their parents’ wastefulness; or blindness 
and weakness resulting from social diseases. 

Thirdly, even sincere Christian parents may bring 
children with physical or mental handicaps into this 
world; yet Scripture warns us not to accuse such 
parents or children of special sins (John 9:1). God’s 
ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not our 
thoughts. And when you ask why some Christians 
must suffer more than others, the answer is that we 
are here confronted with the unsearchable judgments 
of God (Rom. 11:33), before which we should 
humble ourselves, confess our unworthiness, and 
accept such chastenings from His loving hand, know- 
ing that all things must work together for good to 
those who love God (Rom. 8:28; Heb. 12:11; James 
1:12). Like Peter, we do not know now, but we 
shall know hereafter (John 13:7). Rather than com- 
plain or wonder, we should glory in tribulation 
because by it our Lord is strengthening us for the 
battle of faith which leads to God and heaven. We 
also do well to heed Christ’s words <o Peter (John 
iol ee): ; O.E.S. 


RAIN INCREASE 


The following is offered to help 
your thinking about whether “rain 
increase” is right or wrong from the 
Christian standpoint. It is not meant 
to influence your action one way or 
another with regard to local “rain in- 
crease” efforts. 


1. The Bible nowhere makes the 
statement specifically that it is right 
or wrong to “increase” rain by scien- 
tific methods. 

2. Examination of scientific “rain 
increase” methods does not reveal 
anything to which one might point 
specifically and say, “This is against 
the will and Law of God.” 


3. Rain increase does not violate 
any law of nature that God has estab- 
lished, nor does it destroy what God 
has made. 


4. It is a_ scientific development 
which the God-given mind of man 
has developed for the good of man. It 
falls in line with a long list of devel- 
opments, such as irrigation of farm 
lands, food preservation, chemical 
fertilizers, spraying for weed and in- 
sect control, ete. 

5. It is part of God’s plan for man 
that he should subdue the earth (Gen. 
1:28) and make it serve him. All 
nature is to be pressed into service 
for man. 

6. The view is taken, when 
drought comes, that it is the will of 
God and should be accepted as such, 
and we should do nothing about it. It 
may be reasoned with equal force, 
when drought comes, that it is the 
will of God that we do something 
about it, especially when we know 
that something can be done to relieve 
the situation. When we are sick, we 
accept that as the will of God for us. 
Yet we take medicine to restore our 
health. We agree that it is right to 
do so. Surely, then, it would seem 
permissible for a man to relieve 

drought by “rain increase.” The man 
who irrigates his land in dry weather 
uses this method to relieve the 
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drought; another man tries to ac- 
complish the same thing through 
“rain increase.” 

7. “Rain increase” does not make 
man independent of God any more 
than any or all of the improved means 
and methods of farming and livestock 
raising which have been developed 
during the last fifty years. We still 
need to trust God and pray for His 
blessing. 

8. The newness of “rain increase” 
makes some people question its 
rightness. Not many years ago when 
the Wright brothers began to fly the 
airplanes, some protested against fly- 
ing by saying: “If God wanted man 
to fly, He would have created him 
with wings.” A few years can make 
a great difference in our thinking. 
That argument is no longer heard. 
We believe the same thing will hap- 
pen with regard to “rain increase.” 

9. If anyone firmly believes that 
“rain increase” is against the will of 
God and, therefore, sinful, let his 
conscience direct his course of action. 
Let none act contrary to conscience. 
Let no one make light of the con- 
science-bound person’s attitude. Let 
none try to force him to do something 
which his conscience forbids. On the 
other hand, let not that person who 
believes it is wrong try to bind an- 
other to his own course of action. 

10. A permissible thing may be 
made wrong by the sinful attitude in 
which a man undertakes it. — Church 
Bulletin, St. Paul’s Church, Ida Grove, 
Iowa. E. F. Dohrmann, pastor. 


ALABAMA CONFERENCE 
CONVENTION 


More than 200 representatives of 
the 42 Synodical Conference congre- 
gations and mission stations in Ala- 
bama and Upper Florida attended the 
39th annual convention of the Ala- 
bama Lutheran Conference, which 
met in Alabama Lutheran Academy 
and College, Selma, August 16—19. 


“We had more volunteers for Bible teaching than we could use with our space limitations,’’ Rev. Neal J. Ostruske, pastor, 
“A number of the unchurched children have now enrolled in our Sunday school, bringing our enrollment to more than 500 pupils.” 
Good Shepherd Church is a two-and-a-half-year-old mission in the East San Francisco Bay area. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


The members of the conference 
welcomed delegates from new sta 
tions in Jacksonville, Fla.; Gadsden 
Ashville, and Montgomery, Ala. Mis 
sion contributions of $2,000 were al 
located to the Ashville, Montgomery, 
and Bessemer fields. 

Speaking on the work of the Syn- 
odical Conference in Nigeria, Rey. 
Edgar Greve, Wisconsin Synod mis 
sionary to that country, surveyed the 
progress made in the seminary, ini 
teacher training, in the high school 
and in medical missions. Sunday 
schools of the conference, it was re= 
ported, had collected $2, 800 for Ni- 
gerian and Moslem missions. 


Rev. Rupert Eggert presented the 
doctrinal essay on “Sin, the Cause and’ 
Cure.” Other essays, “Investments in 
the Work of the Kingdom,” and) 
“Fruits of Faith,’ were delivered by 
Prof. John Moss and Rev. Bradley 
Jenkins. In addition to panel dis- 
cussions on 
Christian Day Schools” and 
Qualifications of the Sunday School 
Teacher,” the delegates heard ser- 
mons and addresses by Rev. Raymond 
R. Pollatz, member of the Missionary’ 
Board of the Synodical Conference; 
Rev. Robert Wennerstrom, chairman 
of the Stewardship Committee of the 
Southern District; and by Revs. Wil- 
liam -H. "Jones; P23. Hunt. Opa 
Kretzmann, Thomas Glammeyer, Al- 
bert Dominick, and Wilfred J. Terva-| 
lon. 


In a sectional meeting the lay 
delegates discussed their responsibili- 
ties in the preaching and teaching of 
the Word during vacancies, in church 
discipline, in congregational finances, 
and in the care of church property. 

~ The teachers in their sectional 
meeting received directions for the 
new school year and heard that 1,737 
pupils had enrolled in vacation Bible 
schools. Pastor Dominick was re- 
elected chairman of the group; Pastor 
Hunt, of the Alabama Conference. 


Selma, Ala. W.H. ELLwancer 


NT CONFERENCE OF PASTORS OF THE EV. 
i at Walla Walla, New South Wales, Australia, August 27, 
id is in the cenier of the first row. To his right is Dr. Cl. 
i 


1956. Dr. 


ident of the UELCA. Standing near Dr. Lohe in an overcoat is Dr. Herman Sasse. 


Ready to in mud 
a two Synodical Conference 
Sionaries in Nigeria have “ex- 
cen eagerness” to work among 
feans in Ogoja,-a province about 
pees north of Obot Idim. 
Ogoja is “virgin territory” for 
testant churches, Rev. Edwin L. 
son, chairman of the Missionary 
rd of the Synodical Conference, 
the Witness shortly after his re- 
t return from Nigeria. 
Dr. Karl Kurth, the board’s execu- 
; secretary, whose tour in Western 
‘ica was cut short by illness, de- 
ibed the natives of Ogoja as 
erate and polygamous. They are 
Ty superstitious” and resort to 
y witch doctors,” he said. 
The daily visitation program of the 
erican pastors covered the ten dis- 
of Aqua Esop (“General 
embly,” the name of the 27,295- 
mber Nigerian Lutheran Church). 
eting with pastors, teachers, facul- 
,» and boards of governors, the 
p and officials led them in wor- 


“rough it” 


and discussed the requests of 
‘group. 
One congregation with a “bush” 
- petitioned Pastor Wilson for 
manent buildings. The formal 
nent declared that the new 
ture would be the “Edwin L. 
son Memorial School.” 


urth noted more than 200 stu- 
taking entrance tests. He said 
t “we had room for only 30 or 40” 


t minds,” he observed. 

cause disease is a major problem 

tropical climate — natives are 

50”—the American visitors 
the medical ministry of Dr. 


Bape R 9, 195 6 


E. Hoopmann, president of the ELCA, and to Dr. 


LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA AND THE UNITED EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA, 
John W. Behnken, President of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 


Behnken’s left, Dr. M. Lohe, 


PRESIDENTS AND DISTRICT PRESIDENTS AT THE JOINT CONFERENCE in Walla Walla, Australia. 


Fourth from the left is Dr. Hoopmann; fifth, Dr. Behnken; sixth, Dr. Lohe. 


Second from the right 


is Dr. John Kuder, president of the Ev. Lutheran Church of New Guinea. 


and Mrs. Eric Lofgren. A _ distin- 
guished surgeon, Dr. Lofgren opens 
his clinics at the Eket hospital with 
devotions. Mrs. Lofgren serves as 
medical secretary and nurse for the 
clinics, which draw as many as 125 
patients in a single day. 

In Afaha Pastor Wilson preached 
to a fully organized 265-member 
church, founded by Dr. Henry Nau 
during the formative days of the mis- 
sion in Nigeria. 

From a $1,000 fund raised by 
special gifts of Synodical Conference 
Lutherans the Conference represen- 
tatives gave bicycles to 15 members of 
the American staff in Nigeria. 

Asked to explain the remarkable 
growth of the Lutheran Church in 
Western Africa, where Roman Cath- 
olics, Protestant churches, and un- 
christian cults are active, Pastor Wil- 
son said: “It’s the Gospel message we 
bring and our policy of indoctrina- 
tion in Holy Scripture.” 

“There is no doubt about it,” he 
added, “when you see these Africans 
come to their churches at 4:30 A. M. 
for daily instruction in the Word, you 
witness the power of the Gospel.” 
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Our Saviour Church, Detroit, en- 
rolled 834 children in the three-week 
vacation Bible school this summer. 
Of this number, 477 came from non- 
member homes, offering a potential 
prospect list of approximately 2,000. 
The pastors are Revs. Edward H. 
Buchheimer, William C. Huener, and 
Andrew Daniel, D.D. 


Valparaiso U. has appointed as 
co-chairmen of the department of 
physics: Dr. Manuel M. Bretscher, 
previously in nuclear-physics re- 
search at Oak Ridge National Labo- 
ratory and professor at Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute last year, and 
Prof. Armin W. Manning, formerly of 
Concordia Collegiate Institute, Bronx- 
ville, N. Y., and the City College of 
New York. 

Mrs. Bretscher has been appointed 
part-time instructor in mathematics 


Private and parochial schools in 
the U. S. will enroll a record 4,855,500 
students this fall, Dr. Samuel M. 
Brownell, U. S. Commissioner of Ed- 
ucation, predicted early last month. 
He said the figure represents an in- 
crease of 264,500 over last year’s en- 
rollment of 4,591,000. 
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THE FIRST FIVE-DAY SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ WORKSHOP conducted in Synod was held at 
Lutheran Island Camp, Henning, Minn., in July. More than 100 Sunday school teachers attended 
the conference to learn new methods and effective techniques for their work. Rev. R. R. Schulz 
of St. Paul’s Church, Campbell-Nashua, Minn., was dean. On the staff were Dr. A. H. Jahsmann, 
Raymond Maag, Miss Della Wolf, and Albert Koch. 


SAN DIEGO PASTORS’ CONFERENCE MET TPHIS SUMMER IN PARSONAGE GARAGE, adjacent to 
the property of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Rev. Donald E. Frank, pastor. The mission, 
started in September 1955, held services for nine months in a member’s home in the new 
“Allied Gardens’’ community. From June to September the congregation worshiped in the par- 
sonage garage, which was being used until the chapel-parish hall was dedicated September 23. 
In the temporary quarters 120 people attended services, and 140 children were in Sunday 
school. The San Diego pastors ask, ‘‘Is this the first time in Missouri Synod history that a pastoral 
conference was held in a garage?’’ Seated, I. fo r.: Revs. C. Damschroeder, F. Brick, R. Schin- 
nerer. Standing: W. Misterek, L. Rumsch, O. Schlueter, W. Lossner, J. Schlichting, and D. Frank. 


HAND BELL RINGERS OF THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRONXVILLE, N. Y., Rev. Howard 
L. Halter, pastor, took part in the Third Annual Festival of the American Guild of English Hand 


Bell Ringers at Ipswich, Mass., August 25—-26. Of 22 groups attending the conference, the 
Bronxville group was one of the eight allowed to ring at the public concert. The Village Church 
girls rang “‘A Mighty Fortress,"’ arranged by Paul Jovard, and ‘‘When the Infant Jesus,’’ 14th 
century Polish carol, arranged by the group’s director, Doris Voester. Sharon Spurgat, 14-year- 
old daughter of Otto Spurgat, librarian at Concordia Collegiate Institute, as soloist rang 19 bells 
in ‘Prayer’ by Humperdinck and ‘‘Air'’ by Handel. Front row, I. to#.: Donna May Elmer, Joyce 
Storm, Sharon Spurgat, Jacqueline Grill. Back row: Joyce Johnson, Betty Ann Johnson, Barbara 
Britz, Bonnie McGinnis, Sandra Harms, Margaret Damone. 
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“a decline in enrollment. 


LUTHERAN BODIES 
IN AMERICA 


United Lutheran 
Missouri Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran 1,004,239 | 
American Lutheran __ 
Augustana Synod 
Wisconsin Synod 
Lutheran Free 

United Evangelical 
Suomi Synod 
American Evangelical 
Slovak Synod > 
Norwegian 

National Evangelical — 
Finnish 

Negro Missions 
Lutheran Brethren 
Kielsen Synod 


59,832 
34,814 
22,340 
20,988 
12,371 
8,624 
8,001 
6,460 
3,285 
1,575 


7,372,938 


The Lutheran World Federatic 
will assist in financing a translatic 
into French of ten volumes of th 
major works of Martin Luther, tli 
agency’s Commission on World Ser 
ice decided in the annual budg 
meeting, held in London. The Co 
mission voted to grant $8,600 for th 
purpose over a two-year period. Sal 
aries for the translators are not im 
cluded, since their work is volunta 


Synodical schools this fall e 
rolled 5,224 young men and wome 
for the preaching and teaching pr 
fessions, according to an early cou’ 
by the Board for Higher Educatio 
The seminaries listed 1,255 student 
the teachers colleges, 1,290. O 
Concordia College, Fort Wayne, 
its final year of operation, showe 
Ten yea 
ago the total enrollments in Synod 
14 schools stood at 3,475. 


Unless something is done to all 
viate the present “alarming scarci 
of ministers,” the United Churd 
might soon lose its place among Can 
dian religious groups, Rev. Homer 
Lane, assistant secretary of 
church’s Board of Evangelism a 
Social Service, recently told the ar 
nual United Church Conference 
Evangelism (in Ontario), meeting - 
Whitby, near Toronto. The decrea 
in recent years “of men answerit 
the call” has brought much “uneas 
ness,” he said. 

“Although our church is respo 
sible today for at least one fifth 
the Canadian people, the Lutheré 
and Eastern Orthodox groups a 
surging ahead, and we could easi 
lose our place because we have 
the ministers to send into the field 


Church has a “long” list of pastor 
vacancies in Canada, he claims. _ 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


if 


ELGIN COURIER-NEWS 


AANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH, DUNDEE, ILL., 
ored Rev. E. H. H. Gade, right, pastor of 
congregation since 1930, and William 
nhoeft, teacher in Immanuel School since 
2. A graduate of Concordia Theological 
inary in St. Louis, Pastor Gade entered the 
istry in 1910. Mr. Bornhoeft was gradu- 
d from the Addison Teachers Seminary in 
1. 


Religious bodies of the U.S., for 
. first time in their history, report a 
al membership of more than 100 
lion, according to the Yearbook of 
verican Churches for 1957. 
Official reports furnished by 258 
the 268 religious bodies listed show 
record church membership of 
162,529, or 60.9% of the U. S. pop- 
tion, a gain of 2,679,918 over 1955. 
The Methodist Church, with 
92,046 members, is the largest sin- 
body. Lutherans ranked third 
ong nine denominations. 


A popularly written biography of 
‘Old Testament prophet Jeremiah, 
itten by Dr. Martin P. Simon, will 
sear in the October, November, and 
cember issues of The Christian 
rent magazine, which Dr. Simon 
ts. Price of the three issues is 90 
its. A year’s subscription, starting 
h October, costs $3.00 and may be 
lered at this address: The Christian 
rent, Box 31, Highland, IIl. 


Dr. Oswald C. J. Hoffmann of New 
rk will speak at the Chicagoland 
theran Hour rally October 21 at 
>. M. in the International Amphi- 
ater, seating 18,000. 

The Internat'onal Lutheran Hour, 
ysored by the Lutheran Laymen’s 
ague, began its 24th season of 
yadcasting September 30. Dr. Hoff- 
nn is the regular speaker. 


A minimum annual salary of 
000, plus parsonage, is to be paid 
nisters of the Evangelical and Re- 
med Church in accordance with a 
olution approved by the denomi- 
jion’s recent General Synod. 
essing that the new wage is only 
minimum,” the synod urged con- 
gations to re-evaluate pastoral 
sends each year. Objections that 
ynew minimum would “price small 
irches out of existence” were over- 
ed with the reply that it is high 
ie for all churches to pay a “living 
ge” to the men they have called 
serve them. 


CTOBER 9, 1956 


JOURNAL-STAR PRINTING CO, 
THE *‘HONOR FARM FAMILY OF 1955” selected by the Lincoln Sunday Journal and Star were 
Leonard and Carolyn Hoegemeyer and their five children of Hooper, near Scribner, Nebr., where 
they are active members of St. Peter’s Church. The Hoegemeyers, who operate a 335-acre farm, 
are ‘‘proof that there is a promising future for modern farmers,’’ said the paper in announcing 
the award. The couple first met at Gamma Delta meetings in Columbia, Mo. 


Photo shows the Honor Farm Family in their home. First row (I. to r.): Tommy, 8; Susan, 5; Ann, 9. 
row: Mr. Hoegemeyer; Nancy, 3; Mrs. Hoegemeyer; Marilyn, 12. 


Second 


a 
SNe: 


COURTESY, ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 


LUTHERANS FROM EACH OF THE 100 CHURCHES OF SYNOD IN GREATER ST. LOUIS participated 
in the pageant “‘It Started in St. Louis,’’ presented September 9 at the Mid-America Jubilee 
on the St. Louis river front along the Mississippi. The pageant was staged in front of tre 
“Old Cathedral’ (Roman Catholic) of St. Louis, on the Jubilee grounds. An audience of more 
than 6,000 watched the cast of 700 portray the growth and expansion of Missouri Synod 
Lutheranism from the arrival of the Saxon fathers at this point on the levee 117 years ago. 
Not unusual was the comment: ‘Il have lived in St. Louis all my life, but never before have 
| felt the thrill of hearing ‘A Mighty Fortress’ sung in front of a Romen Catholic cathedral 
or seen Luther’s coat-of-arms so close to the entrance of a Roman Catholic church.’ The photo 
shows the flags representing the countries in which the Lutheran Hour is heard throughout the 
world. Members of the pageant committee, Dr. E. R. Bertermann, chairman, collaborated in 
writing the script. 
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Music 
No. 98-1114 Wake, Nightingale, Awake. 


German Folk Song. Setting by Ger- 
hard Klause. SAB. 18 cents. 


At intervals one or more solo voices, 
or an instrument like the flute or recor- 
der, add a phrase or two of higher notes, 
like a descant. The song may also be 
sung by sopranos and altos only, with 
organ or piano accompaniment; again a 
flute or stringed instrument may play 
the obbligato notes. WALTER WISMAR 


Amouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 
Ordained; CANDIDATES 


Burgdorf, Lawrence A., St. John, 
Iowa, by Paul H. Burgdorf, Aug. 26. 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Dede, John, First Lutheran, Holyoke, Mass., as 
missionary to Nigeria, called by the Mis- 
sionary Board of the Ev. Luth. Synodical 
Conf., by Walter E. Menzel, Aug. 19. 

Lee, Robert Keith, Brookfield Lutheran, 
Brookfield, Wis., as missionary to Japan, by 
Herman H. Koppelmann, Sept. 2. 

Malkow, H. John, Zion, Auburn, Wash., as 
missionary in Federal Way area in the State 
of Washington, by John H. Werth, Sept. 9. 

Rengstorf, Elton, Mt. Calvary, Eagle Grove, 
Iowa, as missionary to the Philippines, by 
Dr. O. H. Schmidt, Sept. 9 


Ordained and Installed: 

Boehm, Lester, First (Buffalo), Lexington 
Rural 20 NW; Christ, Oconto 7 SW, Nebr., 
by E. O. Potratz, Sept. 2. 

Buckman, James, Trinity, Wordsworth, Sask., 
Can., by Paul W. Schroeder, Sept. 2. 

Karlen, John W., Immanuel, Tomahawk, Alta., 
Can., by Arthur Gehring, Aug. 26. 

Kieschnick, Alton, First Lutheran, Wall, 
S. Dak., by F. J. Schwieger, Aug. 26. 

Korinko, Stephan J., Hope, Maryville; Concor- 
dia, Mound City, Mo., by Eugene F. Penne- 
kamp, Sept. 2. 

Lehman, Edwin, St. Peter, Margo; St. Paul, 
Wadena; Zion, Nut Mountain, Sask., Can., 
by P. E. Wiegner, Aug. 26. 

Ruschke, Palmer, Holy Trinity, 
N.C., by R. P. Sieving, Aug. 26. 

Schuler, Ross, St. John, Wright; Our Savior, 


Clinton, 


Statesville, 


ree tam Minn., by Floyd H. Possehl, 
Aug. 12. 
Wuerdeman, Robert H., Christ, Maplewood, 


N. J., by Henry von Spreckelsen, Sept. 9. 
Wolkenhauer, Donald, assistant pastor, Christ, 
Peoria, Ill., by Herman C. Lehenbauer, 


Sept. 9. 
Commissioned: EASTORS 

Koller, Walter E., as chaplain of the Lutheran 
Mission Society of Maryland, at Baltimore, 
by Charles J. Seevers, Sept. 5. 

Tuschling, Charles F., as Executive Secretary 
of Social Service Committee of the Wheat 
Ridge Foundation at Valparaiso University, 
by Dr. O. P. Kretzmann, Aug. 31. 


Installed: ‘ 

Boehnke, Roland W., Hope, Topeka, Kans., by 
Paul R. Heckmann, Sept. 9. 

Boetcher, Kenneth F., Holy Cross, Shelbyville, 
Ill., by R. C. Rein, Sept. ie 

Bundenthal, Theodore K., St. Paul, 
Ind., by H. L. Krueckeberg, Sept. 2. 

Einspahr, Reinhard, St. John, Culbertson, 
Nebr., by Albert F. L. Schroeder, Sept. 2. 

Felten, Victor C., Mount Olive, Baltimore, 
Md., by Charles J. Seevers, July 1. 

Heck, Donald E., Immanuel, Livermore, Iowa, 
DYs bee: Loesch, Sept. 9. 

Kaufeld, Theodore, St. Paul, Falls City, Nebr., 
by Carl H. Boye, Aug. 26. 

Kniffel, William D., First, Omaha, Nebr., by 
Norman Temme, Sept. 9. 

Krueckeberg, Grant A., St. Paul, Leavenworth, 
Kans., by Edwin E. Berner, Sept. 2. 

Krueger, John Alan, Redeemer, Doland, 
S. Dak. (additional charge), by Willard E. 
Koch, July 29. 


14 


Brazil, 


Lindenmyr, F. August, Zion, Grants Nebr., by 
William K. M. Pebler, Sept. 2 

Mueller, Lyle R., Immanuel, Louisville: Saint 
Paul, Weeping Water, Nebr., by Robert H. 
Nagler, Sept. 2. 

Mueller, Rando St. Five) Bonduel, Wis., by 
W. J. Plischke, Sept. 2 

Neuendorf, Winfred V., Zion, Kokomo, Ind., 
by Otto R. Schlegelmilch, Sept. 9. 

Prange, Erwin E., St. Mark, oat NS, 
by Robert J. Riedel, Sept. 9 

Rattelmuller, George, Immanuel, Carrollton, 
Mo., by Otto F. Graebner, Aug. 19. 

Rauff, Edward A., Jr., Worthington Lutheran, 
ee Ohio, by Otto F. Stolzenburg, 
e 

ReEhral Luther, Trinity, Eden, Tex., by Pres. 
Roland Wiederaenders, Aug. 12. 

Schreiber, Otto T., Immanuel, Brookfield, 
Wis., by Albert H. Miller, Sept. 9. 

Smith, Harry D., Zion, Cincinnati, Ohio, by 

W. E. Fehrmann, Aug. 19. 


Stuckmeyer, Richard C., Grace, Pontiac, 
Mich., by E. L. Woldt, Sept. 9. 
Tippen, Edward G., Mount Olive, Metairie, 


La., by Edgar Homrighausen, Sept. 9. 
Voelzke, Paulus, Peace, Tustin, Calif., by Wil- 
liam L. Duerr, Sept. 9. 
Wunderlich, Harold J., Zion, Ottawa, Ill, by 
Hugo Oldsen, Sept. 2. 


Inducted: TEACHERS 


Kirch, Martin B., Concordia College, Seward, 


Nebr., by Pres. Paul Zimmerman, Sept. 9. 
Krutz, Charles, Concordia College, Seward, 
Nebr., by Pres. Paul Zimmerman, Sept. 9. 
Pflieger, Cand. Robert, Concordia College, 


Seward, Nebr., by Pres. Paul Zimmerman, 
Sept. 9. 


Installed: 


Andrews, Cand. Quyntin, Immanuel, Twp. 
Corning, Merrill, Wis., by M. E. Gostacti, 

ug 

Bartels, F. H., St. John, Garfield Heights, Ohio, 
by Harry Cc. Weidner, Aug. 26. 

Beckler, Cand. Victor, Bethlehem, Saginaw, 
Mich., by L. H. Speckman, Aug. 26. 

Bleke, Walter, St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth, Mich., 
by M. E. Mayer, Sept. 2. 

Boerger, Cand. Paul, St. Peter, Minneapolis, 
Minn., by Harold F. Schweigert, Aug. 26. 
Borcherding, Cand. Lowell, Zion, Detroit, 

Mich., by Kenneth E. Runge, Sept. 9. 

Boriack, C. T., St. Mark, Waco, Tex., by E. A. 
Heckmann, Sept. 2. 

Brauer, Cand. Donald, Martin Luther, Penn- 
sauken, Camden, N.J., by H. C. Meyer, 
Aug. 26. 

Bray, Merlin, Trinity, Roselle, Ill., by W. H. 
Mehlberg, Aug. 12. 

Bredehoeft, Merle, Immanuel, 
Mo., by J. A. Fritze, Aug. 26. 

Brutlag, Cand. Marlin, St. John, Fraser, Mich., 
by E. C. Weber, Aug. 26. 

Buelow, Cand. Paul J., St. Luke, Itasca, IIl., 
by Kurt V. Grotheer, Sept. 2. 

Daenzer, Herman J., Trinity, Athens, Wis., by 
H. C. Schedler, Aug. 19. 

Dieckhoff, Cand. Paul, Zion, Hastings, Nebr., 
by David Kreitzer, Sept. 2. 

Doerrer, Paul E., Pilgrim, Santa Monica, 
Calif., by Walter F. Troeger, Sept. 9. 

Ehlert, Laird C., St. Mark, Wausau, Wis., by 
R. B. Ehlers, Sept. 2. 

Ehly, Marvin, Central Lutheran School, New 
roogg Ind., by E. W. Henry Mueller, 

ept 

Pugebrecht: Franklyn, Immanuel, Mt. Clemens, 
Mich., by A. H. Klenke, Aug. 26. 

Gerdes, Walter F., St. James, Howard Lake, 
Minn., by Theodore Melinat, Sept. 2. 

Hartmann, Don V., St. Peter, Deshler, Nebr., 
by Edward C. Werner, Sept. 2. 

Hendricksen, Donald, First Lutheran, Fort 
Smith, Ark., by E. A. Krause, Sept. 2. 

Hermann, Cand. Henry H., St. Paul, Chicago, 
Ill., by Robert F. Kamphoefner, Sept. 9. 

Hoffschneider, Cand. John, St. Peter, Arlington 
Heights, Ill., by Luther V. Stephan, Aug. 26. 

Hoppe, Harold L., Mount Calvary, Milwaukee, 
Wis., by Elmer A. Neitzel, Sept. 9. 

Johns, David O., Immanuel, Seymour, Ind., by 
Victor A. Mack, Sept. 2. 

Kellner, Cand. Elmer N., Immanuel, Houston, 
Tex., by Elmo E. Miertschin, Aug. 29. 

Kiekhaefer, August, St. Paul, Ogallala, Nebr., 
by H. L. Schuetz, Sept. 2. 

Kleinschmidt, Wilbur, Our Savior, Lake 
Worth, Fla., by Robert L. Lail, Sept. 2. 

Kolb, Edwin, ‘Immanuel, Te Lake, Ill., by 
Fred E. Duever, Sept. 2 

Kretzschmar, Oscar, Trinity, Merrill, Wis., by 
G. E. Kohn, Sept. 9. 

Krueger, Harold F., Ebenezer, 
Wis., by C. W. Stradtman, Sept. 9. 

Kunkel, Clifton, Redeemer, Denver, Colo., by 
Ray H. Beins, Aug. 2 
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Higginsville, 


Milwaukee, 


; Watt, Everett, 


Kuske, Cand. Eugene C., St. Mark the Ev. 
list, St. Clair Shores, Mich., by 
Kurth, Sept. 9. 

Kutz, Cand. Donald F., St. Peter, Hilbert, 
by Martin A. Schneider, Sept. 2 
Lehmann, A. F., pom Malone, 

Francis Machina, “Eh att 

Lemke, Robert J., St ohn, Seward, Nebr. 
Martin Yauk, Aug. 26. 

Ludwig, Cand. William E., Redeemer, Den 
Colo., by Ray H. Beins, "Aug. 26. 

Marten, Wilbert C., Pilgrim, Wauwatosa, 
by Felix Kretzschmar, Sept. 9. 

Mattfeld, Norman J., St. sone York, Pa., | 
Enno A. Schmoock, Sept. 4 { 

Mehl, Cand. Norbert, 'St. Stephen, Chicago, 
by Raymond H. Witt, Sept. 9. { 

Moll, James P., Grace, shasici Mo., 
Erwin Boeschen, Aug. 2 i 

Moore, Cand. Donn A., Immanuel, Belvids 
Ill., by Walter H. Rengstorf, Sept. 2. t 

Morner, Cand. Donald, Concordia, 
Calif., by W. C. Schnute, Sept. 9. 

Mueller, Carl H., St. John, Wykoff, Minn., 
L. E. Vogel, Sept. 2. 

Nast, Cand. Gerald, Bt Mark, Chicago, II1., 
W. M. Roth, Sept. 2 

Neubauer, Gerhard, St. Mark, Chicago, Ill, 
W. M. Roth, Sept. 2 

Nickel, Paul G., First Lutheran, Chattanoo 
Tenn., by Herman Scherer, Aug. 26. 

Oldehoeft, Walter, St. Trinity, St. Louis, 
by W. C. Ostermeier, Aug. 26. 

Otto, Cand. Richard, St. Paul, Mt. Prospe 
Ill., by P. J. E. A. Mueller, Sept. 2. 

Peter, Cand. Victor, St. Luke, St. Louis, 
by Clarence H. Peters, Aug. 5. : 

Petersen, Cand. Donald, Mt. Olive, Houst 
Tex., by C. E. Kasper, Sept. 2. 

Pflueger, A. H., Our Savior, Lake Worth, F 
by Robert L. Lail, Sept. 2. 

Pingel, Gilbert W., Concordia, Conover, N. 
by R. F. Lineberger, Aug. 5. 

Rath, Cand. Richard, Zion, Bridgeport, Cor 
by. William Otten, “Aug. {2. 

Rettig, Cand. James, ea Pasadena, Tex., 
Walter H. Meyer, Aug. 2 

Richert, Cand. Walter H., Christ, St. Jose 
Mich., by Walter W. Oeiting, Sept. 2. 

Roush, Cand. Donald, arpa i Parma, OF 
by Oscar C. Klemp, Sept. 

Sauer, Richard, Central peice School, N 
Haven, Ind., py E. W. Henry, Sept. 9. 


Tex., 7 


Schoepp, Cand. John, St. Matthew, Sto 
Bente. Alta., Can., by Arthur Gehri 
e 


Schulte: Raymond L., Ebenezer, Milwauk 
Wis., by C. W. Stradtman, Sept. 9. 

Schwark, Kenneth, St. James, Houston, Te 
by W. Ww. Niedner, Sept. 2. 

Seevers, Gerald, Grace, San Mateo, Calif., 
Paul E. Jacobs, Sept. 9. 

Shone, George, St. Michael, Chicago, IIL, 
Ray E. Muller, Sept. 9. 

Sievert, Cand. Wayne, St. John, Hutchins: 
Minn., by J. H. Beck, Aug. 26. 

Schroeder, Cand. Wallace, Immanuel, St. Lo 
(Olivette), Mo., by Walter J. Hoffmar 
Aug. 26. 

Teinert, Herman, St. Mark, Houston, Tex., 
Edwin E. Keiper, Aug. 26. 

Chicago, IIL, 


St. Stephen, 
Raymond H. Witt, Sept. 9. 

Wegehaupt, Martin, Immanuel, Des Plain 
Ill., by Allen H. Fedder, Sept. 2. 

Wegener, W. W., First, El Monte, Calif., 
George T. Fisher, Sept. 9. 

Wolf, Harold, Zion, Lone Elm (Bunceto 
Mo., by Gilbert K. Wenger, Sept. 2. 

Wolf, Robert L., Trinity, St.Paul (4 SV 
Minn., by H. Te Paul, Sept. 9. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Paul G. Barth has been appoint 
Visitor of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Circuit 
succeed Rev. William Gerdes, who has é 
cepted a call to another District. —H. 
KLEINER, President, English District. 


Rev. Tobias Pederson, West Point, Net 
last stationed at Bancroft, Nebr., has sever 
fellowship with The Lutheran Church — M 
souri Synod and is not eligible for a call. 
Watter E. Homann, President, Northern N 
braska District. 

Rev. Gunther Pagel is ineligible for a cz 
— Watrter O. RatHKeE, President, Ontario D 
trict. 

Rev. Otto Hoffmann, Lebanon, Wis., f 
been appointed Visitor of the Watertown C 
cuit (No.18) to succeed Rev. Martin Berte 
mann, who accepted a call to another Distri 
—H. W. Baxmann, President, South Wiscons 


District. 
Call Declined 


Dr. Carl W. Berner of Los Angeles, 
has declined the call to the presidenc. 
California Concordia College. — Paut Hut 
HAUSEN, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Calls Accepted 


Rev. Richard A. Jesse, Milwaukee, Wis., has 
iccepted the call as Professor in the Depart- 
ent of Religion, with appointment as Dean 
f Students, at Concordia Senior College, Fort 
ayne, Ind. —C. E. Autickx, Secretary, Board 
£ Control. 


Rev. Robert Bannon, Dearborn, Mich., was 
lected Associate Professor of Social Studies 
it Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wis. He has 
cecepted the call. — Fetrx KrerzscHMar, Sec- 

retary, Board of Control. 


a 


Nominations for the Chair 
of Systematic Theology 
Concordia Seminary 
Villa Ballester, Arg. 


Rev. David Schmidt, Rio Cuarto, Cérdoba; 
by Trinity Lutheran Church, Alice, Tex., 
S.A.; St. John’s, Elk Creek, Nebr.; Saint 
Joh s, New Minden, Il.; St. John’ Ss} Portage, 
is 

_ Rev. Edgar Kroeger, Hurlingham, Bs. As., 

Arg.: Ev. Lutheran Church, San Francisco, 

Misiones, Arg.; Holy Cross, Bahia Blanca, Bs. 

‘As., Arg. 

— Rev. Fr. Riedel, Caracas, Venezuela: Saint 
eter’s, Villa Ballester, Bs. As., Arg.; Ev. 
utheran Church of Viale, Entre Rios, Arg.; 

aR oho Church of Coronel Suarez, Bs. 

S. A 

Rev. Paentel Beckmann, Hohenau, Para- 
guay: St. Paul’s, Duluth, Kans. 

Rev. Robert Hitibner, Caracas, Venezuela: 
Trinity, Merou, Entre Rios, Arg.; Immanuel, 
Quebracho, Entre Rios, Arg. 

Rev. Milton O. Kramer, Merou, Entre Rios, 

Arg.: Ev. Lutheran Church, Galarza, Entre 
ios, Arg.; Ev. Lutheran Church, La Llave, 

Entre Rios, Arg. 

— Rev. G. O. Kramer, Guatraché, Pampa, 

Arg.: Ev. Lutheran Church, Crespo, Entre 

Rios, Arg. 

. Rev. A. C. Triinow, La Llave, Entre Rios, 

Arg. Ev. Lutheran Church, Guatraché, 

sina, Arg. 

Rev. Reinhold Schmidt, Medicine Hat, Alta., 

Can.: Ev. Lutheran Church, General San 

Martin, Pampa, Arg. 

_ Rev. Carl Bretscher, Zacapa, Guatemala: the 

ty of Concordia Seminary, Villa Bal- 
lester, Bs. As., Arg. 


Information regarding these candidates is 
cited and should: be in the hands of the 

Secretary of the Board of Control of Concor- 
dia Seminary no later than November 2, 1956, 
when the election board meets.— Rev. J. P. 
Horn, Secretary, Medrano 253, Banfield, Bs. 
As., Arg. 


Notice 


_ Anyone knowing of Lutherans moving to 
Brookings or Harbor, Oreg., or to Smith River, 
Calif., please send their names and addresses 
to Rev. JosePH GaLamsos, Box 1506, Brook- 


ings, Oreg. 
| Available 


_ Statue of Jesus giving benediction, 415 feet 
high, weight about 200 pounds. Price reason- 
able. J. C. SrurHerr, R.1, Auburn, Nebr. 


Wanted 


Used electronic organ for mission congre- 
ation. Write (condition, price, etc.): Rev. 

NETH Benson, Bethel Lutheran Church, 
Box 436, Grandville, Mich. 


Pastors; Changes of Address 


Ahlemeyer, Chaplain Edward H., 
Armor Center Chapl., Fort Knox, Ky. 
Arndt, Leander, 
Oakshela, Sask., Can. 
_ Becker, Siegbert W., 
1123 Monroe Ave., River Forest, Ill. 
_ Behnken, Kenneth, 
700 South 128th, Seattle 88, Wash. 
_ Behrhorst, Wallace, 
. 1301 E. Sixth St., Winfield, Kans, 
_ Benken, F. Richard, 
11 Trinity St., New Britain, Conn. 
: Bensene, Carl H., 
8 923 North 7 2nd, Seattle 3, Wash, 
_ Biberdorf, Ernest ae 
902 Chadwell Dr., Madison, Tenn, 
Boehm, Lester H., 
First Lutheran ‘Church, 
Star Route, Lexington, Nebr. 
Bohrer, Erhard H., 
Office: 3553 Hennepin, 
Minneapolis 8, Minn. 
Res.: 5448 13th Ave., South, 
Minneapolis a hy (a Minn. 


ELOBER 9, 1956 


Boss, Walter, 

191 N. 14th St., Salem, Oreg. 
Brendel, Richard 7. 

2931 Universal Rd., Pittsburgh 35, Pa. 
Brill, Kenneth C., 

Box 443, Brooks, Alta., Can. 
Buckman, James R., Carlyle, Sask., Can. 
Buls, Harold H., 

714 College St., eewinbelds Kans. 
Destinon, J. Th 

75 Church St., Wea Ee Ind. 

Domsch, John T., 

212 College Dr., Concordia, Mo. 
Dundek, Albert, 

11839 Clifton Bl., Lakewood 7, Ohio 
Eichenlaub, Val. 


478 Shepherd “Ave., Nanaimo, B. C., Can, 


Fenning, Chaplain Robert Cy 

U.S. Naval Retraining Command, 

Camp Elliott, San Diego, Calif. 
Fickenscher, Carl, 

621 28th St., Sacramento, Calif. 
Freiberg, Herbert, 

609 43rd St., Ashland, Ky. 
Graudin, Prof. Arthur F., 

3236 W. McKinley Blvd., 

Milwaukee 8, Wis. 

Gross, Henry W., em., 

644 Grove St., East Lansing, Mich. 
Grothman, Floyd W., 

1025 Cypress, Abilene, Tex. 
Gruetzner, Albert E., 

R. 1, Giddings, Tex. 

Gummelt, Walter B., 

1205 W. eee St., Dothan, Ala. 
Hentschel, G. 

Tie Me Box ata. "Naples, Fla. 
Hoener, Kenneth E., 

Box 23, Lake Grove, Ney. 
Hohenstein, Chaplain Raymond C., 

510 Catalina Blvd., San Diego 6, Calif. 
Jank, Roland A., 

1000 N. Colorado, Hastings, Nebr. 
Karner, Roy, 

Flat 104, 35 Macdonnell Rd., Hong Kong 
Kauffeld, Paul M., Juniata, Nebr. 
Kespohl, Herman H., 

R. 3, Seymour, Ind. 

Kettler, Earl C., 
Box 6137, Fitzsimmons Army Hospital, 
Denver 8, Colo. 
Kieschnick, Alton R., 
Wall, S. Dak. 
Klammer, Enno, 
3625 Don Julio Blvd., 
North aeence, Calif. 
Koeper, Vernon W 

1492 Holton, St. Paul 13, Minn. 
Lankow, William Ji, CM; 

769 Sixth St., San Bernardino, Calif. 
Leverenz, Chaplain Edwin W., 

Office of the Chaplain, 

Hq. 4th Armored Div., Fort Hood, Tex. 
Lohmeyer, William C., em., 

115 E. Pacific, Independence, Mo. 
Lossner, Walter M., 

2221 E. Chadman, Fullerton, Calif. 
Suckers Prof, Erwin L., 

8N. ‘Seminary Terrace, St. Louis 5, Mo. 
Mattil, Fredrick A., 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 

8th & Walnut, Gadsden, Ala. 
Misner, Lary, 

Box 36, Ogema, Minn. 

Moeller, Prof. Elmer J., 

c/o Concordia Seminary, 

12th and Enos, Springfield, Ill. 
Neuendorf, Winfred iV 

R. 2, Box 225, Kokomo, Ind. 
Noske, Ferdinand H., 

14 Dwight Rd., Warwick, Va. 
Pagel, Gunther K. W., em., 

Bays Estate, Bays Estate, Ga. 
Petersen, Thomas E., 

3309 Harrison, Box 4117, Waco, Tex. 
Pieper, Walter, em., 

Box 187, Algonquin, Il. 

Poch, Chaplain Martin C., 
USAF, Hq. Alaskan Air Command, 
APO 942, Seattle, Wash. 

Rall, Eugene, 
Box 1175, Pearsall, Tex. 

Rath, John H., 

Box 236, Spencer, Nebr. 
Rehwaldt, Frederick A., 

Leola, S. Dak. 

Reimann, Henry W.., 

6321 San Bonita, ‘Clayton 5, Mo. 

Reinboth, Oscar H., 


3030 Gentilly Bivd., New Orleans 22, La. 


Riedel, Paul H., 
6226 Southwood, St. Louis 5, Mo. 
Reinitz, Herman, 
Duval, Sask., Can. 
Royer, William M., 
Box 495, Melcher, Iowa 
Ruschke, Palmer, 
437 W. Front St., Statesville, N. C. 


(eLNG, 


Schenk von, Chaplain James F., 

Hq. 23rd Infantry Regt., 

APO 949, Seattle, Wash. 
Schepman, William J.; 

4119-D West Blvd., Los Angeles 8, Calif. 
Schick, Richard W., 

2383 Greenwood ’Dr., San Pablo 10, Calif. 
Schubarth, George E., 

Cooperstown, N. Dak. 
Schulz, Henry A., 

Vaniyambadi, N. Arcot District., 

S. India 
Sohn, Edwin C., 

2788 Fay Way, Oroville, Calif. 
Stahlke, Prof. Otto F., 

1309 Concordia Ct., Springfield, Il. 
Stuckmeyer, Richard E., 

830 Menominee, Pontiac, Mich. 
Symmank, Charles R., 

506 Fisher, Apt. 11, Rockford, Ill. 
Teckhaus, Henry A., 

112 Balanda Dr., Montebello, Calif. 
Tippin, Edward G., 

315 Ridgelake Dr., Metairie, La. 
Wedel, Karl W., 

7637 W. Eagle, Wauwatosa 13, Wis. 
Wente, Prof. Walter H., Ph. D., 

2 Concordia College Pl., E. Drive, 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Wessel, Kenneth, 

R. 3, Box 43, Geneseo, III. 
Wiersig, Martin W., 

13082 Bowen, Garden Grove, Calif. 
Wilk, Arthur W., em., 

913 N. Bellevue, Hastings, Nebr. 
Wittig, Otto H., 

Rass Scribner, Nebr. 
Witzgall, Herman J., 

1215 Sixth Ave., South, Fort Dodge, Iowa 
Wyneken, Lawrence, 

2306 W. Compton Blvd., Compton, Calif. 


Teachers: 


Atwood, Robert A., 

414 Ninth Ave., N. W., Rochester, Minn. 
Bahr, Donald G., R. 2, Waco, Nebr. 
Daenzer, Herman J., Athens, Wis. 

Ehlert, Laird C., 

328 N. Third Ave., Wausau, Wis. 
Freudenburg, Ronald, 

7400 Augusta, River Forest, Ill. 

Gade, Hugo W., 

6209 McClean Blvd., Baltimore 14, Md. 
Haase, Erich, 

4228 S. Mozart, Chicago 32, Ill. 
Janssen, Donald A., 

1138 N. Terrace, Wichita 14, Kans. 
Kieschnick, Melvin, 

The Lutheran Mission Hdq., 

232 Tai Po Rd., Kowloon, Hong Kong 
Kleinschmidt, Wilbur, 

201 S. Davis Rd., Lake Worth, Fla. 
Kohtz, Roger O., 

Fisherville, Ont., Can. 

Kunkel, Jesse, 

2847 Austin St., Corpus Christi, Tex. 
Lange, Theodore E., 

7137 S. Claremont Ave., Chicago 36, Ill. 
Matern, John H 

75—35 210th ‘St. Flushing 64, N. Y. 
Marty, Robert E., 

315 E. Flora, Stockton 3, Calif. 
Meinzen, Lawrence, 

15940 Evanston, Detroit 24, Mich. 
Meyer, Gerhardt V., 

5640 Leavenworth, Omaha 6, Nebr. 
Meyer, Wendell N.., 

6021 W. Spencer Pl., Milwaukee 18, Wis. 
Mueller, Roland, 

1714 East 11th, Winfield, Kans. 
Nepermann, Marcus, R. 2, Columbus, Nebr. 
Oetting, Eugene, 

1238 N. Kenmore, Hollywood 29, Calif. 
Schultz, Raymond oe : 

3233 W. Madison, Milwaukee 15, Wis. 
Tagatz, Waldo E., 

520 S. Walnut, Seymour, Ind. 

Vahl, Prof. Walter A., 

1123 Bonnie Brae, River Rorest, Ill. 

Ziesemer, William, Charter Oak, Iowa 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LUTHERAN WITNESS, DOCKS 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Edit: yrial Of- 
fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


allations, 


Reports of ordinations, 
dedications, anniversaries, a eh changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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LUTHER BOOKS: 


for Children of the Reformation 
MARTIN LUTHER 


Saint and Sinner 


By Theodore J. Kleinhans 


This new book amply illustrates that while Luther was admit- 
tedly human, with sinful frailities and weaknesses, with the devil, 
the world, and the flesh besetting him throughout his life, he never- 
theless found the enlivening power of God’s grace a victorious, 
inspiring, and energizing influence, such as God intends it to be 
for those who become his “saints” through faith in the Redeemer. 


Order No. 15W1227. 144 pages. Cloth. $1.65 


MARTIN LUTHER: 
His Life and Labors 


By William Dallmann 


SE Sn 


“What a fine picture of a great life the book presents! — Both 
Roman Catholic and Protestant sources have been consulted. This 
is a fine addition to our Luther literature.” — Augsburg Book News. 
62 pictures (many are new to this edition) make the text come 
to life. 


Order No. 20W1010. 256 pages. $3.50. 4th Revised Edition 


LUTHER and HIS TIMES 


By E. G. Schwiebert 


“This is a definite book on Luther for every Lutheran home. 
Far from being a work only for pastors because it is so scholarly, 
its plain, clear, complete discussion of the German Reformation 
down to Luther’s death is much more readable than many shorter 
accounts of the same subject — simply because it is complete.” — 
John G. Kuethe, Lutheran Standard. “No better life of Luther has 
appeared than this great book.” — R. P. Marshall, The Pastor. 
988 pages, including a 64-page album of 90 illustrations (many 
of rare origin). 63 line drawings highlight the text. Detailed map 
of Wittenberg. 

Order No. 15W1164. Price $10.00 


THIS IS LUTHER 


By E. M. Plass 


“A must volume, absolutely that, for every Protestant clergy- 
man and educator and indeed for every layman who would become 
acquainted with this central figure of the Christian religion.” — 
Dr. Daniel Poling, editor of the Christian Herald. 21 halftones 
in sepia. 


Order No. 20W1005. 395 pages. $5.00 


t 


~ CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 3558 South Jefferson, Saint Louis 18, Missouri 


Order throughyour Please send me yw Tsenclosesh 2. =e ae a 
7 ———.-. 15W1227, MARTIN LUTHER — 

LS pati gd SAINT AND SINNER, @ $1.65 

dealer, or use the 20W1010, MARTIN LUTHER: HIS TTC 

handy, coupon to LIFE AND LABORS, @ $3.50 

ings a. 15W1164, \LUTHER “AND: HIS “Address 2 2 Bd 
order directly TIMES, @ $10.00 

: wo 2OW1005; THIS) IS LUTHER; . be? 
a S5/00 2c . City 4 ee ee = LONG +s state ee oe ed 


